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Stady No, 67 Aspen and Paper Birch Harvest
and Regeneration (1969-1970)
Section 12, T49N-R34W

1, Introduction and Objectives

The study tract encompasses lppmzimulyao acres of predominstely
aspen-paper birch cover type with a lesser amount of red pine, northern red oak
and red maple scattered.throu@xou: the stand. The aspen is In an overmature condi-
ton with increasing amounts of morﬁlﬁy and disease evident in the stand, The
northern one-half of the tract is almost pﬂr; aspen-paper birch while the southern
half has larger volumes of red plno,’ reod oak and red maple,

The objective will be to cleaxcut the aspen and paper birch, favoring aspen
regeneration on the north one-half, and growing the residual stand of red pine and
red oak on the southern half to finsnctal maturity. Cultural treatments will be
applied to the stand following cutting.

II. Procedures

Four 1/5A C,F,1, plots are pxépenﬂy located within the study area. Ten
more 1/5A plots will be established mr {ncreased sampling of present volumes and
changes that will occur lolldwtng cutting, Individual tree measurements will be
made on the study plots before and after cutting, Reproduction sub-plots will be
established following cutting, in the standard establishment procedures, as outlined
in the book of “Standards." |

Full sunlight is nccegmy for obtaining adequate regeneration of aépen.

All submerchantable and undesirable species remaining following cutting will be killed

by girdling. Ax gridling with and without herbicides will be done. Student



g

assistants will be employed in the cultural treatment following cutting.
Harvesting will begin in the Spring of 1969, Logging will be done by the
contractor submitting the highest stumpage bid, Aspen bolt material will be pur-

chased from the 1obber and sawed in the Center sawmill, A record of hours

expended in cutting, skidding snd %s nTe 'ﬂlhl Xkept by the contractor, This

record will allow the calculamafmu womiags by the contractor.,



Study No, 67 Post Logging
Information

A sampling of 14 one-ﬂftﬁ acre plots recorded an estimated volume of 821
cords of aspen, 140 cords of white birch and 9 cords of jack pine, for a total of
970 cords of pulpwood, Stumpage bids for this volume was advertized in the local
newspapers, The sale was awdréod w John Vuk of L' Anse who submitted a bid of
$4. 30/cord for Aspen and $2. 75/c9rd for white birch, The bid price submitted by
John Vuk was considerably higher than the going price for aspen. To compensate
for the high stumpage bid, Vuk reduced his harvesting costs by logging with only the
help of his son. This eliminated the cost of Worktnan's Compensation Insurance,
He further reduced his costs by the use of horse skidding,

John Vuk began harvesting the tract oa May 31, 1969 and completed the job
on August 14, 1970, Table 4 summarizes the value of products and Table 5 the
earnings per hour expended in the harvest of the tract,

A return of $131,61 per acﬁ stumpage was realized by the Center, The
value of products produced from the roads paid for the road building costs. The
cultural work was done as a training sessfon for students and the actual cost, had
it been done by hired help, can only be estimated. Figuring 2 acres of girdling
per man-day and a wage rate of $2,75 per hour estimates the cost of timber stand
improvement at $11 per acre,

After cutting plot measurements will be made during the spring of 1971

with remeasurements made every flve years,






